Usdi/nps Registration Form

Sacandaga Station  Fulton County, New York


 NPS Form 10‑900                                        OMB No. 1024‑0018

(Rev. 10‑90)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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===============================================================================

1. Name of Property

===============================================================================

historic name:  Sacandaga Station
other names/site number ________________________________________________

===============================================================================

2. Location

===============================================================================

street & number  Off McKinley Avenue    not for publication ___

city or town  Northampton   vicinity  Village of Northville

state   New York    code  NY    county  Fulton    code  035

zip code 12134
==============================================================================

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

==============================================================================

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this ____ nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  In my opinion, the property ____ meets ____ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally ___ statewide ___ locally.  ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)                                                                      

_______________________________________________ _______________________

Signature of certifying official                 Date

________________________________________________________________________

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ____ meets ____ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)                         

________________________________________________ _______________________

Signature of commenting or other official        Date

________________________________________________________________________

State or Federal agency and bureau

==============================================================================

4. National Park Service Certification

==============================================================================

I, hereby certify that this property is:

____ entered in the National Register   ______________________ _________

      ___ See continuation sheet.

____ determined eligible for the        ______________________ _________

      National Register

      ___ See continuation sheet.

____ determined not eligible for the    ______________________ _________

      National Register

____ removed from the National Register ______________________ _________

____ other (explain): _________________

 __________________________________ ______________________ _________

                                          Signature of Keeper    Date of Action

===============================================================================

5. Classification

===============================================================================

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)

              _X_ private

              ___ public‑local

              ___ public‑State

              ___ public‑Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)

              _X_ building(s)

              ___ district

              ___ site

              ___ structure

              ___ object 

Number of Resources within Property

        Contributing   Noncontributing

          __1__          _____ buildings

          _____          _____ sites

          _____          _____ structures

          _____          _____ objects

          __1__          _____ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register  N/A
Name of related multiple property listing    N/A
===============================================================================6. Function or Use

===============================================================================

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

    Cat:  _TRANSPORTATION_________ Sub: _____rail-related___________

          ___COMMERCE/TRADE________      _________specialty store_______

          ___RECREATION AND CULTURE       ________outdoor recreation_____      

          ___ COMMERCE/TRADE _______      _________warehouse__________

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

     Cat: ___DOMESTIC                                   Sub: ____single dwelling    ______

          ____WORK IN PROGRESS_____      ____________________________

===============================================================================

7. Description

===============================================================================

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

       __OTHER/Adirondack Style_   _______________________

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

       foundation _____STONE_____________________

       roof ___________WOOD/shingles & ASPHALT
       walls ___________WOOD/shingles & weatherboard
             ____________________________________

       other  ___________________________________
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Description:


The Sacandaga Station is located in Sacandaga Park, a hamlet across the Sacandaga River from the Village of Northville.  It was built in 1922 - the second station near that location.  It served the cottage community, resort hotels and large (700 acre) amusement park built there by the Fulton, Johnstown & Gloversville (FJ&G) Railroad during the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. It’s railroad function effectively ended at the flooding of the Sacandaga Valley in 1930 (see Fig. 1).  Its importance within the cottage and resort community (as a candy store, post office, horse stable) gradually declined and ended with the destruction of the resort’s last remaining jewel, the Adirondack Inn in 1975 (Fig. 2a/b). 

It is a typical small town station, one story in height, with a shallow and broad overhanging roof (Fig. 3).  The station is representative of the many small railroad stations that served rural America at the end of the 20th century.  The exterior of the wood-framed structure is surfaced with wood shingles and is punctuated with an assortment of doors and windows.  The exterior retains most of its original design and integrity. The octagonal bay at one end of the building has been removed.  Its foundation footprint can still be clearly seen (Fig. 4a/b).  The bell that once was located on top of the roof of the octagonal (Fig. 4a) has disappeared.  However, the tree that once grew through its roof overhang is still there and in good health.  Restoring this part of the building would add to its elegance but the present appearance of the station is not objectionable.  The structure is essentially rectangular, aside from the widened overhangs at the center of the building; it is 120 feet long and 24 feet wide. Portions of the building, originally open to the outside, have been closed in; this could easily be reversed. The interior of the building has been changed since its use as a railroad station.  About 15 years ago, a small apartment was created in the former station master quarters.  Before that, several commercial establishments (barber & beauty shops, 1954) and a post office resided there.  In 1972, another area in the middle of the building was converted into a stable.  The enclosed platform space served as a warehouse in the 80’s.  In the stable areas as well as in some other areas, the station’s original wall and ceiling surfaces remain. The present floor plan is shown in Fig 5.

The roof was originally covered with wooden shingles.  These were later covered over with asphalt shingles.   The section of the roof above the apartment was more recently repaired with inexpensive fiberglass shingles of a different (from the asphalt) color and quality (Fig. 6).  At this point, the entire roof surface is failing and will need to be replaced.  Despite the (relatively minor) leakage, the roof framing, support structures and small dormers are in good condition.  There are no chimneys in the building - Sacandaga Park was essentially a summer resort. The Northville Station, about half a mile farther North, was more of a 4-season passenger and freight facility.   Some sections of the roof overhang will need to be replaced.  This is relatively a minor repair because the overhang is cantilevered on the outside wall using extensions to the framing of the main roof; it can be repaired separately from the main roof framing.  All the walls are sound.  They are basic frame construction.  There is no insulation material anywhere in the walls, floors or attics.    The stone surfaces of the original platform are mostly in good condition but need to be leveled in places.  The tracks and railroad ties have been removed from the adjoining railroad bed.  The original railroad right-of-way (ROW) remains obvious (Fig 7a/b).  Note the wide allay with the tracks flanked by dirt roads for carriages and horse traffic. The immediately adjoining sections of the ROW are now part of other parcels that make up the property.

The immediate surroundings of the Station are wooded with very mature white pines that tower over the Station building.  There remain dozens of small intact cottages in “The Circle” immediately adjacent to the Station These are typically narrow two story structures, ornamented with gingerbread (Fig. 8), facing outward with porches and small gardens.  A historical map from prior to the flooding of the valley (Fig. 9) shows how much of the resort and cottage community has disappeared.  Over the past 20 years a substantial amount of vegetation has been allowed to grow in between the station building and the adjacent cottages.  The station is once again facing its ROW and access is exclusively over the dirt road off McKinley Avenue – the former ROW.  Since the Station building is essentially a symmetric structure, it could be made to face the community instead – this may help tie it back into the community, especially if an appropriate adaptive re-use is created.  A somewhat objectionable boat storage building was built recently on an adjacent parcel.  This storage building will need to be screened in future years as it detracts from the sylvan setting of the station.  The golf course (a 5 minute walk down the dirt road and across McKinley), the tennis courts (across from the station) and the proximity to the Sacandaga River are all reminders of the Sacandaga Park resort period.  

The station is the last of the FJ&G transportation/resort buildings in Sacandaga Park.  It was built to serve the community, still fits perfectly within it and could further strengthen it with appropriate adaptive re-use.

===============================================================================

8. Statement of Significance

===============================================================================

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

     __X_ A
Property is associated with events that have made a significant

contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

     ____ B
Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in

our past.

     __X_ C
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

     ____ D
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

     ____ A    owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

     ____ B    removed from its original location.

     ____ C    a birthplace or a grave.

     ____ D    a cemetery.

     ____ E    a reconstructed building, object,or structure.

     ____ F    a commemorative property.

     ____ G
less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.  

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

                       ____TRANSPORTATION____________

                       _____ARCHITECTURE____________

Period of Significance ___1920-1975__________

Significant Dates __1930, 1975_

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

                   _______________________________

Cultural Affiliation _______N/A______________________

Architect/Builder  ________N/A________________________
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Significance:


The Sacandaga Station is one of the last built environment reminders of a very successful railroad and amusement venture that opened up the Southern Adirondacks and spread its fame far and wide.  The scope of the FJ&G venture seems hard to conceive now that all the beautiful hotels and theaters are burned, part of the railroad track is under water, much of the riches and fame from the world of entertainment have dissipated, the original core of the Park is overgrown and most of the Sacandaga Park residents from that time period have died.  Preserving the Station would be a permanent and appropriate reminder of an era gone by.  The station structure itself is typical of that time period.  It is simple, elegant and constructed with the materials abundantly available at the time.  It also fits perfectly with the sylvan setting and the remaining part of the cottage community that it once served.

In the early 1870’s an area along the Sacandaga River, near Northville, became a popular location for Methodist “wilderness revival” meetings.  Participants would stay at tent encampments and take part in revival meetings in open-air assemblies.  In 1875, the Fonda, Johnstown and Gloversville Railroad (FJ&G) completed a railroad line to Northville.  It eventually purchased 700 acres of land along the Sacandaga River to develop a multifaceted tourist destination, served exclusively by the FJ&G.  By the 1880’s, the Methodists had been replaced by cottage owners who came to enjoy themselves.  Many of the cottages (the number of cottages in the “Circle” had grown to 120) were privately owned; others were rented out by the Railroad for the month or the season.  The Railroad saw opportunity, continued to invest in facilities and in 1888 built the Adirondack Inn – four stories high, more than 100 rooms and accommodation for 250 guests.

The Station is located on the Western edge of the cottage community that was built by the FJ&G immediately following a disastrous fire in 1898; the fire destroyed all but nine of the 120 cottages in the “Circle”.  The Park setting with its enormous pine trees, no running water and extensive use of open flame lighting and cooking and heating, was simply an accident waiting to happen.  But the FJ&G Board of Directors saw an opportunity. The Park was expanded from its original 17 acres to 750 acres and over the next 25 years, hundreds of new cottages, three large hotels and a large amusement Park were built.  Sacandaga Park was transformed from its humble beginnings as a Methodist revival camp, to the “Coney Island of the North”.  There was a midway with a large carousel, movie theatre, miniature steam train, rustic theater, bowling alley, balloon ascensions and a grandstand race track on an island in the middle of the river.  The expansion placed the Sacandaga station in the center of the Park, right across from the most spectacular hotel, the Adirondack Inn.  The current Station structure, built in 1922, is about 300 feet farther North along the track than the first station.

The FJ&G railroad and the Sacandaga Station were the transportation link to the Park.  Visitors arrived by the thousands from as far away as New York City. It was only 6 hours with the New York Central Railroad to Fonda and from there it was only a short run on the FJ&G Railroad to the Park. At the turn of the century an excursion train fare from Utica was only $1.25. A return ticket from Schenectady was $1.00.  The number of season visitors reached 99,000 during the summer of 1908.  To put these numbers in perspective: the current permanent population of Northville is about 1400; about 2400 for the Town of Northampton and less than 100 for Sacandaga Park!  People came to enjoy the amusements but also to adventure in the river, woods and mountains nearby, and breath the fresh mountain air.   To entertain its guests, the Railroad would spend lavishly - as much as $5,000. for the 4th of July fireworks.  

There were three main factors that brought the demise of Sacandaga Park: fire, the automobile and the construction of the Sacandaga Reservoir.  Major fires in 1912 and 1918 took their toll on the cottages, hotels and amusement offerings.  The automobile gradually made the railroad obsolete and made it lose its captive audience for the amusement park.  The flooding of the Sacandaga Valley in 1930 for the purpose of improving flood control in the Hudson River, permanently flooded most of the amusement areas, including the Sport Island stadium, as well as a large part of the cottage community (Fig. 9). The last Park Theatre still drew famous stars such as Charlton Heston, Linda Darnell and Will Geer.  It was demolished in the late 70’s.  The foundations are located on an adjacent parcel.  By  1975 the last of the grand hotels (the Adirondack Inn) across from the Sacandaga Station burned down.  This left the Station as the last surviving institutional structure of an era gone by.

===============================================================================

9. Major Bibliographical References

===============================================================================

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

1. The Fulton, Johnstown & Gloversville Railroad: the Sacandaga Route to the Adirondacks,  Randy Decker, 1998.

2. The Sacandaga Story: a valley of yesteryear, 10th printing, 1991. ISBN 0-932035-00-0

3. Northampton, a Town nearly drowned, John J Bennis, 2001

4. History of the Town of Northampton, Helen Russell, 1976

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been

      requested.

___ previously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register

___ designated a National Historic Landmark

___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   # __________

___ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________

Primary Location of Additional Data

_X_ State Historic Preservation Office

___ Other State agency

___ Federal agency

___ Local government

___ University

___ Other

Name of repository: ___________________________________

===============================================================================

10. Geographical Data

===============================================================================

Acreage of Property ___.88_(less than 1 acre)

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

                Zone Easting Northing   Zone Easting Northing

              1  __  ______  _______  3  __  ______  _______

              2  __  ______  _______  4  __  ______  _______

                 ___ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

The nominated property is marked on the attached tax map as parcel 24.  The entire property is 10.056 acres and also includes parcels: 20, 23.1, 21, 22 and 26.2.  These other parcels create the overall setting of the station within the cottage community immediately adjacent to 24 and 26.2

===============================================================================

11. Form Prepared By

===============================================================================

name/title             Steven Engelhart & Willem Monster
organization____Adirondack Architectural Heritage__ date____June 26, 2002____

street & number_____1790 Main Street_______________ telephone____(518) 834 9328
city or town_________Keeseville______________ state_NY_ zip code ____12944____

===============================================================================

Additional Documentation

===============================================================================

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

     A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

     A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage          or numerous resources. 

Photographs

     Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

===============================================================================

Property Owner

===============================================================================

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name ______EtekDesign Corporation______________

street & number________373 Bunker Hill Road_______ telephone_____(518) 863 8109
city or town_________Mayfield___________________ state__NY_ zip code ___12117__

===============================================================================

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013‑7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024‑0018), Washington, DC 20503. 

